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that when transmitted directly into the dwelling-house they are
beneficial in a twofold yet distinctly separate capacity.
A COMMON FACTOR. A study of adverse housing
conditions in relation to tuberculosis points to a common factor
which appears to be of aetiological significance. A common
result of overcrowding, stagnant air, and the cutting off of ultra-
violet rays is impairment of the normal balance of nutrition which
includes a subnormal resistive capacity of the blood, and where
this unbalance is further accentuated by insufficient or unsuitable
food the position is reached wfhen the capacity to resist the clinical
development of tuberculosis becomes seriously impaired. All
the indications point to one conclusion, that apart from the
influence of specific protection on the one hand, or the possibility
of an extreme natural susceptibility on the other, the capacity
to resist tuberculosis is governed by an adequate intake of essential
food constituents and by healthy home conditions and surround-
ings, both of which determine the standard of nutrition.
HOUSING CONSTRUCTION. The elimination of
overcrowding and of the house unfit for human habitation necessi-
tates the provision of new housing accommodation. Section 71
of the Housing Act, 1936, places upon Local Authorities the
duty of reviewing periodically the housing conditions in their
areas and to prepare and to submit proposals to the Ministry of
Health for the provision of new houses. The method of such
provision is laid down in section 72 of the Act as follows:
(a) by the erection of houses on any land acquired or appropriated
by the Local Authority, (H) by the conversion of any buildings
into houses for the working-classes, (c) by acquiring houses
suitable for the purpose, and (<f) by altering, enlarging, repairing,
or improving any houses or buildings which have been acquired
by the Local Authority.
The powers of Local Authorities under the 1936 Act in
regard to the provision of housing accommodation are wide and
comprehensive, and if applied with true appreciation of the value
to health of good construction, planning, and siting, and with
foresight in regard to future developments and requirements, they
should be instrumental in securing a higher standard of health
and a further decline in the incidence of tuberculosis.
The essential requirements of a healthy house are dryness,
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